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SEiDL-US VAL-LEY S.A.

D.;>ck.;t Clerk
Marketing Order Administration BraIlc.h
Fruit and Vcgetu'i:>le Pro~
AMS. USDA
1400 Indl!pendenoe Avenue, SW
STOP 0237
War.hington, DC 20250..0237

FAX (202) 720-8938
E-MAIL moab.dOQk~cloT~a .gOY
'JNrERNET h~:!J~ .relrulatiO1lSJIov

RE: Docket No. FVO3-925-1 PR
Federal Rcgistc:r VQ1.70, No. 100, Page 30001
GrapO$ GJ:Qwn in a Dcsi&t\nted Area of Soutb=aJrtem California and hnported
Tabl~ Grapes; Proposc:d Chro1ge in RegiUatory Prnod
COMMENTS IN OrpoSIUOrl; TO P~OPOSED CP.ANGE

p~ Dock;ct Clerk:

SEEDLBS VALLEY $,A. opposes thB abov~ rcf~tQDceld change in the effcctivc
d~.: of Tablt! Gr~o Marketil1~ Order 9~5 Imd tho VQmpanion Table GnIpc Import
Reg-ul ali on 11 that will further restrict tl1ble gra~ Gupplied ftom Chile. SEEDLES
V ALLEY S.A. is in thc bU$wess of cxporting Chilean agricultural conunodiuc:s, and
$!lips a:pproxi~tely 8,064 of ~h tabl~ grapes to the U.S. during the :rnontbs of January
Uu-ough April.

~EDLES Y ALLEY $.A. co~~ with. and incorpo~te& berein by ccfcmlce. the
detailed COmtntlnts and supponmg da~ 5ubmitt~ by ASOE~ the Chilean ExporteJS
Association. Sp~aca1Iy. SEEDr..ES Y ALLEY S.A. lIfges the ag~hCy to reject tho proposed
Ch~g6 in the rcgutatory period t>ecaMC!

2.

The Proposccl Rule imp~s l1JJ1rkc:tillg order ttandards on Chilean
supplics when no' domestic varicties ar~ available, and therefo~
constitutes a T10n.tari!f bmier CODtnlry t..1 the terms of wrO ~=ts~d the U.S.-Chile Free Tr~ Agre.sment. '

The Proposed Rule 8Sl:easee ~ction fees starting April 1 whcn no
domestic supptic:s are b~ing so chlU'goo, and ~reby violatc8 Artf.~lo ill
and ArticleVffiofGATT 1994.
The cbftn8~ in the t>egiIll'licg effecuvc d* of Marketing On:1Ot 925 and
Tablc Grap~ Import R~gulation 4 from April 20 to April 1 will have a
diTect neglltivc impact on our business. SEEDLES V ~Y S.A. ships
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6.

7.

8.064 of ftesh tllblc g.repes W th~ U.S. fJQm April 1 to April 20. If the
Proposed Ru1e Mould be adopt~ the ~ed va.1~e of thc table grupea
to be acluded from shipment iG US$113.5 !3,99.-
Thc propO4cd Ru1e do~9 not contain my evidence of circumvention by
Chi103t\ table: gn!peS' sufficient to warrant the proposed change.
The change in date ti:om April 20 to April 1 will create an artificial
shortage of tab\e grapes since thm is no other commercially aignificant
and reliable supply from apy eource oilie:r than Chile.
Thc Ch11ean grapes supplied from Apn1 1 to the elll'Ji~t couunercia1ly
$ignifi~t supptiea of gra~ from Coac11.clla Valloy in Califomia m~
mmeting spQOificaUons from rctail cbJiit1s that are more stringent in somc
~pect5 t1W) the markoting onler requirementS.
ThQ proposc::d chang" cannot ~ validly based Or! a. 20 ~-old survey of

coW storage pracfices.
The proposed change c~n not be j\l4tificd under tl1e cri~a ostabushcd by
lobo AMMo for Ii change in the ~g;tIQing c:ffocti"e date of Marketing
Ordcr 925 or the carnpanion Tuble Grape JmpOIt Regulation 4 in vie:w gf
the record pri~ ~ivcd by Coachella Valley growon: in the last two

seasons.
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